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Beg. The Seljuks, who were called after Toghrul's grand-
father, a princeling of Turkistan, had appeared in central
Asia at the beginning of the eleventh century. It was they
who were first responsible for the Turkification of Asia Minor,
in fact of modern Turkey, and their conquest extended to
Byzantium, which they sacked, taking prisoner the Emperor,
Romanus Diogenes. There is something about these Turko-
man warrior-princes which captures the imagination. Alp
Arslan, the conqueror of the Byzantines, was by no means
a self-effacing character, yet the epitaph which he himself
chose for his tomb at Marv was a model of humility. It read:
' O ye that have seen the glory of Alp Arslan exalted to the
skies, repair to Marv and you will behold it buried in the
dust.' Gibbon drily points out in a footnote that the reader
of the epitaph could not ' repair to Marv7, as he would be
there already.28

At Baghdad the Buwayhid family fell before Toghrul Beg,
whom the Caliph Al-Kaim naturally welcomed to the city
as his deliverer. The Seljuks continued to have their seat
of government at Ispahan, but showed some partiality for
Baghdad. Alp Arslan's son, Malik Shah, later married the
daughter of the Caliph Muhtadi, and at one time even pro-
posed to combine the Caliphate with the Sultanate which the
Seljuks had now inherited from the Buwayhids. Arab writers
pay high tributes to the peace and prosperity of the Seljuk
empire during his reign, particularly stressing the unprece-
dented safety of the roads. He was the patron and protector
of the poet Omar Khayyam and during his reign an important
reform was made in the Persian calendar.

Two other prominent characters at the time had both been
schoolfellows of Omar Khayyam. One was Nizam-ul-Mulk
and the other Hassan Sabbah. These three had sworn a
schoolboy oath that if any one of them should make his
fortune, it should be shared between all of them. Nizam
became wazir to Malik Shah, and, when reminded of his oath
by the other two, generously shared with them the wealth
which he had by then accumulated. Omar found that his
share enabled him to live peacefully at court and work on
the new Jalali calendar; but Hassan used the money to
organize the nihilist sect of 'Assassins', which, under the
sobriquet Old Man of the Mountains, he led in their work